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    9:30 & 11 AM

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  9 : 3 0  &  1 1  A M

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
9:30 - Elena Chappell, Libby Barrett
11:00 - Alex Bolton, Catie Cochran

PRESENTING THE ELEMENTS
Bread & Wine
9:30 - Jerry and Kathy Hallett
11:00 - Annette, Bryant, Emily, 
Katelyn and Andrew Bray

Ewer Bearer:
9:30 & 11:00 - Chris Munson

   

Welcome!  We are so glad to have 
you with us in worship this morning. 
If you are worshiping with us for the 
first time, please fill out one of the 
“welcome” cards in the pew rack so 
we may greet you and respond to any 
questions you might have.

 September 9, 2018 – Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
We Come Together as God’s People

 Prelude Psalm Prelude: Book 2, No. 3 Herbert Howells 
  “Sing unto Him a new song” Psalm 33:3 (1892-1983) 
  Dr. John Allegar, organ

+ Welcome  Jasiel Hernandez (9:30) 
   Rev. Kelley J. Jepsen (11:00)

 Call to Worship Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty arr. L. V. Hannah 
  Sanctuary Choir (b. 1978) 
  Dr. Michelle L. Louer, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration!

One:  Once, we were far off, lost and stranded,  
foreigners to the promise and without God in the world.

All:  But in Christ, God has made a way for us,  
welcoming us in grace and mercy.

One:  We have come to recount your praises, O Lord,  
for you are our peace, our hope, our joy.

All:  In Christ, God calls us to worship, to serve,  
to love, to welcome.

One:  Children of God, welcome home!

All:  Let us worship the living God.

 Prayer of Adoration

*+ Processional Hymn #108                      Christ Is Alive! TRURO

 Call to Confession
       Silent Confession
     Prayer of Confession

Loving God, we do not find it easy to speak of how we fail to live as 
your people, but you invite us to share our weaknesses and failures 
with you.  
Tempted to think your salvation is for a select few, we put up 
barriers for others. Clinging to all you give to us, we are reluctant to 
share with those in need. Forgive us.  
Open our eyes to our sisters and brothers all around us. Open our 
ears to the word of hope you speak. Open our spirits to the presence 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who flings wide the open 
doors of your kingdom, that all might find life with you. Amen. 

Christ Is Alive! was written in 1968 
by Dr. Brian Wren, who was Professor 
of Worship at Columbia Theological 
Seminary and an ordained minister 
in the United Reformed Church of 
England.  Wren is particularly “interested 
in how public worship can be faithful 
to tradition yet at home in multimedia 
culture; in how liturgical speech can 
be clear, memorable and just; and 
in the theological importance of 
congregational song.”  His contributions 
to hymnology in the twentieth-century 
are invaluable.  

Wren reminds us in this hymn that Christ 
is not an inaccessible, distant, historical 
figure.  Rather. Christ is present in our 
lives “here and now…touching every 
place and time.”  Christ is with us in 
the midst of the often daily struggle of 
life.  Christ suffers anew “in every insult, 
rift, and war.”  Yet, as the final verse 
proclaims, Christ is triumphant.

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good 
news to this and every age,
Till earth and sky and ocean ring with 
joy, with justice, love, and praise.  
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.
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PARENTS:  
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
Following the Time with Children, 
children may remain in worship with 
their families, depart for Children’s 
Chapel (3s) or for Choir School (4s-5th 
Grade).  Please check your child in at a 
Welcome Center Kiosk or fill out a name 
tag (in pew racks) before sending your 
child forward for the Time with Children.  
Place half of the tag on your child’s back 
and bring the other half with you when 
you pick up your child.

Infants, Room 240
Toddlers and 2s, Room 233
Children’s Chapel for 3s, Room 208
Children’s Choirs (4s – 5th grade),  
Room 112

 Assurance of Pardon

* Response of Praise  Gloria Patri (Hymn #579)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, Amen.

* Passing of the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

 * Hymn #298 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE

 Ritual of Friendship   Rev. Brian S. Shivers 
    and the Concerns of the Church  

We Experience God’s Word
 Time with Children (11:00)

 Prayer of Illumination  Deacon Chris Prauda (9:30) 
   Elder Carolyn Cook (11:00)

 First Lesson Hebrews 2:10-16 (p. 1090)

 Anthem                           There Is a Balm in Gilead arr. William L. Dawson 
   (1899-1990)

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.
Some times I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.
If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, and say, “He died for all.”
 —Spiritual

 Second Lesson Matthew 9:9-13 (p. 884)

 Response

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

 Sermon   Rev. Christopher A. Henry

“The Wrong Kind of People”
“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  

For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”   
(Matthew 9:13)

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy may 
be understood as an adult version of 
the children’s hymn, “Wherever I May 
Wander.”  In it, poet-priest Frederick 
Faber reminds us that we live always 
within the love and care of almighty 
God.  The God who created the wideness 
of the sea, the earth and the heavens 
is a God of mercy, kindness, justice and 
love.  The hymn calls to mind a quote 
of Miguel Cervantes:  “Among the 
attributes of God, although they are all 
equal, mercy shines with even more 
brilliancy than justice.”

News Within the Church Family
Welcome: 

Mills Kenneth Dillon, son of Mary 
Catherine and Kevin Dillon 

Birthdate: September 1, 2018
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen.  

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.

We Give Thanks to God
 Invitation to Discipleship   Rev. Karen L. Lang

* Affirmation of Faith     A New Creed (1968)   The United Church of Canada

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus,  
crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Amen.

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

 Offertory Speak, Lord, for Thy Servant Heareth Steven Stucky 
  Erin Benedict, Mitzi Westra (1949-2016) 
  John Brewer, Christopher Seefeldt

Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth. 
Grant us ears to hear, 
Eyes to see, 
Wills to obey, 
Hearts to love; 
Then declare what thou wilt, 
Reveal what thou wilt, 
Command what thou wilt, 
Demand what thou wilt.

 —Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
* Doxology   (Hymn #592)

* Prayer of Thanksgiving

We Go Forth to Serve
* Closing Hymn #371                     Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER

* Charge  and Benediction

* Benediction Response May the Peace of God Marshall Barnes 
   (1921-2006)

May the peace of God which passeth understanding, 
Keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Postlude Praeludium in G Major, BWV 541 J.S. Bach 
   (1685-1750)

A SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION AND 

WHOLENESS

10:35 a.m. in Milner Chapel  
Dr. John R. Koppitch

Lift High the Cross was written by 
Englishman George William Kitchin in 
1916.  Kitchin attended King’s College, 
Cambridge and Christ Church College, 
Oxford before becoming the first 
chancellor of the University of Durham.  
The tune, CRUCIFER, was composed by 
Sydney Hugh Nicholson, who founded 
the School of English Church Music in 
1927.  The triumphant mood set by the 
music and the refrain’s exhortation to 
lift up the cross of Christ as a symbol of 
Jesus’ love challenges every believer to 
live a Christ-like life.


